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Starting more than a year and a half ago on March 4, 2021, the Animal Control Board (ACB) has met multiple times to discuss the merits of banning the tethering of dogs within the City of Knoxville. The ACB has learned there are many factors and valid points of view to consider. Among them is the reality that people’s love for their pets transcends socioeconomic circumstances and cultural differences. There is also the important fact that 53% of Knoxville residents are renters, and a total ban or supervised tethering ordinance would criminalize, financially burden, and disproportionately affect the ability for these individuals and families to own a pet. Many of these pet owners do not have the option of building a fence or keeping their pets inside full time. Even homeowners who are financially struggling would be impacted by such a ban because of their lack of resources to build a fence or having to live with the threat of being in violation while waiting for a free fence to be provided for them. 
In addition, there are legal ramifications to consider, including the ability for animal control to enforce a ban or supervised-only tethering along with the maximum $50 per day citation. Without the authority established by a law passed by the state legislature, the City will, additionally, not have the power to enforce the tethering of dogs by entering properties and seizing them, or by pursuing injunctions to force an owner to stop tethering. The ACB does agree to no fixed-point tethering or the use of log chains and town chains. However, the ACB does consider a humane standard of tethering dogs on trolley or cable lines with minimum lead standards and supported by shelter at all times along with access to food, drinkable water and shade to be acceptable when dogs’ owners have no other alternative. 
To summarize, the ACB does not support a total ban on tethering or supervised-only tethering, yet supports an owner’s right to unattended, humane standards of tethering while also addressing by ordinance more wholistic standards by elevating the definitions of shelter, food, water and shade to provide the best quality of life for those pets spending time outside. The board does support no fixed-point tethering as well as the use of appropriate restraints used with properly fitted collars or harnesses. The ACB strongly promotes more education and a collaboration of resources to establish sustainable solutions for pet owners.   
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