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· My fellow Animal Control Board members and I have spent months discussing the issue of tethering, researching and listening. As you have heard, there are genuine concerns affecting animals we see tied to fixed points, with heavy chains and on short leads.
· The visual image of that situation also makes tethering a highly emotional issue for all of us who love animals and love our pets. The common goal we share is to ensure that pets are kept in humane, safe and comfortable conditions with enrichment beyond their basic needs. 
· However, it seems there also is much more to consider when it comes to the impact of a tethering ban.
· The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) warns of serious unintended consequences of a hardline approach. Primarily, these bans criminalize and disproportionately impact low-income pet owners and communities. We also know that a tethering ban can lead to unintended consequences that can be even worse for an animal. A pet can be moved out of view and kept in a shed or garage without food or water and now will lack all access to fresh air and outside space to move.
· We feel that the piece missing in this conversation is the pet owner, and how owners can help fix this issue. I’d like to shift our perspective to address that angle. 
· I believe that the love of owners for their pets transcends socioeconomic circumstances and cultural differences. People who keep pets outdoors are not necessarily bad or abusive owners.
· For example, Pets for Life is a Humane Society program that addresses inequities and lack of resources for low-incomes pet owners who lack access to services. Young-Williams Animal Center has enacted that program with boots on the ground to educate and provide help. Our Animal Control officers also help to educate and support pet owners. 
· We have learned that tethering often is a symptom of poverty. Many pet owners don’t know another way or lack the resources to find a different solution. 53% of residents in the City of Knoxville are renters and may not be allowed or able to afford to keep their pets indoors or fence an outdoor space.
· A different way to help these pets and owners is to increase the required standards of shelter and care for outdoor pets, including humane tethering standards such as trolleys, length of tether as well as access to dry shelter, fresh water and food and shade.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]With this in place, our officers would have the ability to help pets being kept in inhumane conditions and make a long-term impact by educating the pet owners. Implementing these fixes would be a fast and affordable solution as a complement to the existing organizations working to build fences.
