[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Colleagues,
I hope you will take the time to read and view the enclosed materials for consideration of the upcoming Animal Welfare Ordinance, proposed by myself and the City of Knoxville Animal Control Board.
Let me first say, I used to feel that tethering an animal was inherent cruelty and could not comprehend such action from a pet owner.
However, after 11.5 years in animal welfare with a commitment to save lives and increase the standards of animal welfare in our community for both pets and pet owners, I have learned that tethering is largely a symptom of poverty as opposed to an act of cruelty and neglect. 
Tethering results from a lack of resources. A law that bans tethering will disproportionally hurt low-income and underserved families in our community. Ordinances can’t pick and choose who is impacted, which ultimately becomes punitive and discriminatory.
To be clear, tethering a pet is not something the Animal Control Board, Young-Williams Animal Center nor I encourage; however, a ban on unsupervised tethering is a solution to the wrong problem. 
Currently, we are prevented from helping tethered pets because the local sheltering standards are too low. With the leverage of higher standards, Animal Control Officers would have the opportunity to remove pets who are truly abused or support and educate pet owners who simply lack resources and information, which is the focus of our shelter’s Pets for Life program. 
Raising the requirements for food, water, shelter and shade would not only allow us to better help inhumanely tethered pets, but also non-tethered pets who are kept outdoors in uncomfortable conditions. 
We cannot focus solely on the well-being of pets. Pet owners must be a part of the conversation, including how to keep pets with their people. After all, if people do better, then pets will do better. 
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Janet Testerman
Knoxville City Council, At Large Seat B
CEO, Young-Williams Animal Center
City of Knoxville Animal Control Board/Chair

