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· Letter from The Humane Society of the United States 
The HSUS opposes tethering bans, as they criminalize poverty and demonize pet owners who already face socioeconomic and access to care challenges. 

· Statement from Young-Williams Animal Center
A total tethering ban would discriminate against low-income and disadvantaged pet owners.

· Statement from the City of Knoxville’s Animal Control Board
The Animal Control Board opposes the tethering ban and supports raising standards of animal welfare.

· Points from Sarah Glass of Zoo Knoxville representing the Animal Control Board
A tethering ban would not increase the standard of animal welfare in Knoxville, is not enforceable and would disproportionately affect low-income and minority pet owners.

· Questions and rebuttals from ChainFree Knoxville’s presentation to City Council
Rebuttals, observations and setting the record straight from ChainFree Knoxville presentation during the City Council workshop on Feb. 17, 2022.

· News article from Dallas, quoting Amanda Arrington
Amanda sponsored a full tethering ban but is now working to remove it after realizing it was disproportionately affecting minority and low-income pet owners.

· Statement from the American Kennel Club
“AKC opposes arbitrary restrictions on tethering, which can undermine the wellbeing of dogs, responsible dog ownership, and safe training and recreational activities.”

· Statement from the Australian Shepherd Club of America
The ASCA is opposed to anti-tethering legislation, citing Cornell University’s study on tethering.

· PSA from the National Canine Research Association of America
Tethering can be a humane, practical and caring way of allowing a pet to enjoy time outdoors and disputes that an animal can’t be happy unless it lives in the house.

· City of Knoxville call volume to Animal Control 
Out of just under 10,000 calls to Animal Control in 2022, only 39 calls were related to welfare of a tethered pet.

· Summary of tethering legislation in Tennessee cities

· [image: ]Pets for Life videos about the unique plight of underserved pet owners (Hover phone camera over the QR code, then click the link that appears.)
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